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KYEA UPDATES

“A Time to Chill” with your fellow youth with disabilities

Do you want to hang out and get to know other youth with disabilities in Kansas? Then you are invited to the KYEA’s upcoming “A Time to Chill” gathering! See below for further details:

Who:  You and any youth under the age of 30 who has a disability.

When:  Friday, May 31, 2006

What:  A time to chill with your community of youth with disabilities.

Where:  The Kansas Youth Empowerment crib at 517 B SW 37th St. in Topeka

Why:  We will have pizza, snacks, and socializing! What more could you want?

Please RSVP to Julia Fonseca by May 29 at 785–215–6655 or juliaf@kyea.org.

YLF Reunion Newsletter to be published!

Five years later… 151 lives changed! See just how much many of our YLF graduates have changed over the years. KYEA will be publishing a special edition newsletter focused on the YLF reunion that was held this past January. Read updates on many of our alumni and see pictures from the weekend events of the reunion. Look for it, coming soon in your mailbox!

LOCAL UPDATES

Calling all youth with disabilities to attend the upcoming Big Tent Rally!

Come and support your local disability community at the annual Big Tent Coalition Rally at the Statehouse in Topeka. This year’s rally and picnic will be held this Wednesday, April 26 starting at 10:30 am. Various speakers will be present, including local legislators, community advocates, and even the KYEA leadership team. We encourage all youth with disabilities in our state to attend this rally and let the youth presence be felt! If you would like to attend the rally, but need assistance with transportation, contact your local independent living center. All CIL’s will be coming to the rally and could offer you transportation options. To locate the CIL in your area, visit www.silck.org/cils.htm. For more information, see the attached flyer. We hope to see all of you out there!

Fostering Independence for Youth with Disabilities Mini-Conference

Are you a youth with a disability or the parent of a youth with a disability? Then this is the conference for you! Families Together is sponsoring this mini-conference focused on transitioning to a successful, independent adult. The conference will be held on Saturday, May 13 from 9:15 am to 3:00 pm. It is free to all attendees and will be held at the Antioch Library in Merriam, KS. For more on what topics will be covered, see the attached flyer. To register or for more information, call 877-499-5369.

Local organization provides free eye surgery to people with spinal cord injuries

Focus on Independence, Inc. is a Kansas City-based organization that provides laser or surgical vision correction at no cost to individuals who have spinal cord injuries resulting in the loss of upper-body movement affecting their ability to handle eyeglasses or contact lenses. “At Focus on Independence, our primary goal is to help individuals gain back a portion of their independence by no longer having to rely on someone else to assist them with putting on and taking off glasses or contact lenses,” said Barry Elbasani, Focus on Independence, president – co-founder. For more information on Focus on Independence, contact Bonnie Heck, Durrie Visions, at 913-491-3330.

Upcoming Wheelchair Tennis Workshop in Pittsburg, KS

Pittsburg State University will be hosting a wheelchair tennis workshop and tournament on June 2-3, 2006. This event will be a combination of educational experience focusing on many dimensions of wheelchair tennis and will conclude with an actual wheelchair tennis tournament. Keynote speakers will be Nick Taylor and Grady Waldrum, who are both Paralympians from Kansas. Everyone will have the opportunity to try wheelchair tennis, one up-one down tennis, learn the basics of coaching wheelchair tennis, and discussion of wheelchair tennis programs and opportunities regionally, nationally, and internationally. For more information or to attend the workshop, contact Dan Ferguson at 620-235-4911 or ferguson@pittstate.edu.
NATIONAL UPDATES

Cool website to check out—www.FVKASA.org

KASA, which stands for Kids As Self Advocates, is a national, grassroots network of youth with disabilities and needs (and our friends), speaking out. Members are leaders in our communities, and they help spread helpful, positive information among their peers to increase knowledge around various issues. Those issues include: living with disabilities, health care transition issues, school, work, and many more. They also help health care professionals, policymakers and other adults in our communities understand what it is like to live with a disability and they participate in discussions about how to help each other succeed. Visit the KASA website at www.fvkasa.org to learn more about this national organization. Also, be sure to check out the Resources section to read up on a variety of topics affecting youth with disabilities. Remember, the materials are written BY youth, FOR youth!

Women’s Institute on Leadership and Disability (WILD 2006)

WILD 2006 is a unique international opportunity to strengthen leadership skills, exchange wisdom and strategies, create new visions and build networks of support to improve the lives of women and girls with disabilities internationally.  Young women with disabilities ages 20-30 are encouraged to apply. Applications are taken on a rolling basis and applicants are encouraged to apply early. The application final deadline is March 28. Apply today at www.miusa.org/wild/index_html.
Bender Consulting announces job openings for students with disabilities in Indianapolis

Bender Consultants has provided three job postings for professional entry level positions that target college students with disabilities. To learn more about these jobs, see the attached file.
SCHOLARSHIPS

Incight Scholarship Program for Students with Disabilities

Incight is a non-profit organization located in Portland, Oregon. Their mission is to educate and employ people with disabilities. Through self-empowerment, Incight continuously provides the tools and skills for those with disabilities to advance their education, seek and obtain employment, and become active participants in their communities. Through all this, their main goal is achieved- to create contributing members of society who view life without any thought of limitations. One way that Incight accomplishes their goal is to provide scholarships for college. They have awardees all across the US - from New York to California. Last year, they gave out thirty-one scholarships, and this year they are aiming for sixty. Those who receive the scholarship will also receive the following: 
1. Ementoring Program: to help you reach your career and education goals 
2. Internship Guidance: Assistance in finding the perfect internship to move you towards achieving your goals 
The scholarship deadline is May 2, 2006. For more information, or to obtain a scholarship application, please visit www.incight.org.

Cystic Fibrosis Scholarship Foundation

This program is available to those who will be enrolled in an undergraduate program or vocational school in the fall of 2006.  Scholarships will be awarded based on a combination of financial need, academic achievement, and leadership.  During the six years of the Foundation's existence, approximately 25% of the students who have applied have been awarded scholarships. To learn more, visit http://www.cfscholarship.org/applications.htm.

Immune Deficiency Foundation

IDF Scholarship is open to patients with a Primary Immune Deficiency as classified by the World Health Organization. The scholarship is intended for undergraduate students attending or entering college or a technical training school. To learn more, visit http://www.primaryimmune.org/services/scholarship.htm.

Christian Record Scholarship

Partial Scholarships are offered to legally blind young people striving to obtain a college education.  To be an applicant, you must be legally blind and be attending college as a full-time student on the undergraduate level. To learn more, visit http://www.christianrecord.org/services/scholarships.php.

The Beth Carew Memorial Scholarship

Any student with hemophilia, von Willebrand disease, or a related inherited bleeding disorder is eligible to apply. For more information, visit http://www.ahfinfo.com/ahfinfo/bc_mem¬_scholarship.html.

We, at the KYEA, wish all of you a wonderful week!!
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Rally for Freedom

 When:  Wednesday, April 26, 2006




10:30 AM
 Where: South steps of the Capitol

Last Session the BTC fought hard for full funding for programs that promote the freedom and independence of seniors, people with disabilities, the working poor and children at risk. This year the Governor has responded to some of our concerns, but we continue to fight for elimination of waiting lists for Home and Community Based Services and to restore any remaining cuts.

Come join us. We need your help!

 Together we can make the difference.

For more information contact: Shannon Jones, (785) 234-6990
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Bender Consultants has provided another three job postings for
professional entry level positions and targeting college students with
disabilities. Please forward these postings to any appropriate students
who may be interested. Please have those students reply directly to
Bender Consulting as per the instructions in the posting.

Title: Help Desk Analyst
Contact Person: Sherry Homme 
E-mail address: resume@benderconsult.com
Fax: 412-787-7178
Location: Indianapolis, IN
Specialties: Information Technology
Experience Level: Entry Level


Company Description:

Bender Consulting Services, Inc. (BCS) is a for-profit, Pittsburgh-based
Technology consulting firm that focuses on employing IT professionals
with disabilities. Our President and CEO, Joyce A. Bender, received the
1999 President's Award, the highest honor bestowed by the President of
the United States upon an American who furthers the employment and
empowerment of people with disabilities. For more information, please
visit us on the World Wide Web at: www.benderconsult.com.


Position Description:
* Assist users by troubleshooting hardware and software problems.
* Respond to incoming phone calls.
* Monitor trouble tickets in the queue.
* Assist users with passwords, e-mail, and printer problems.
* Escalate unresolved problems to 2nd level support.


Qualifications:
* Bachelor's degree in Computer Science, Information Science, or
the equivalent is preferred. An Associate's degree or equivalent
technical training will be considered. Microsoft, Novell, or A+
certification will also be considered.
* Customer service oriented.
* Working knowledge of PC hardware/software, including internal
and peripheral equipment.
* Excellent verbal and written communications skills.
* Self-motivated with the ability to work independently, as well
as in a team environment, and possess a professional attitude.

Title: Entry-Level Programmer
Contact Person: Sherry Homme 
E-mail address: resume@benderconsult.com 
Fax: 412-787-7178
Location: Indianapolis, IN 
Specialty Area(s): Information Technology
Experience Level: Entry-Level


Company Description:
Bender Consulting Services, Inc. (BCS) is a for-profit, technology
consulting firm that focuses on employing technology professionals with
disabilities. Our President and CEO, Joyce A. Bender, received the 1999
President's Award, the highest honor bestowed by the President of the
United States upon an American who furthers the employment and
empowerment of people with disabilities. For more information, please
visit us on the World Wide Web at: www.benderconsult.com.


Position Description:
Responsibilities include the following:
* Perform entry-level programming assignments using multiple
languages in support of various systems.
* The successful candidate must either have the required technical
knowledge or show the ability to quickly gain the required knowledge and
be motivated to apply the knowledge to solve programming related
problems.
* Development is done in a team atmosphere, so the candidate must
be able to convey ideas and handle difficult design and programming
issues within a group.


Qualifications:
* Bachelor's degree in Computer Science, Information Science, or
the equivalent is preferred. An Associate's degree or equivalent
technical training will be considered. 
* Understanding of fundamental programming concepts and its
principles.
* Experience with any programming languages.
* Self-motivated with the ability to work independently, as well
as in a team environment, with a professional attitude. 

Title: Financial Analyst
Contact Person: Sherry Homme 
E-mail address: resume@benderconsult.com 
Fax: 412-787-7178
Location: Indianapolis, IN 
Specialty Area(s): Information Technology
Experience Level: Entry-Level


Company Description:
Bender Consulting Services, Inc. (BCS) is a for-profit, technology
consulting firm that focuses on employing technology professionals with
disabilities. Our President and CEO, Joyce A. Bender, received the 1999
President's Award, the highest honor bestowed by the President of the
United States upon an American who furthers the employment and
empowerment of people with disabilities. For more information, please
visit us on the World Wide Web at: www.benderconsult.com.


Position Description:
Responsibilities include the following:
* Financial analysis in customer billing, revenue recognition and
expenses.
* Handling complex, non-routine issues and providing analytical
services highlighting potential problems and recommending/implementing
corrective actions.
* Budget preparation and forecasting. 
* Clearly explaining anomalies/variances in financial data.


Qualifications:
* Bachelor's degree in Finance, Accounting, Business
Administration, or related area preferred. An Associate's degree or
equivalent finance/business training will be considered.
* Knowledge of financial analysis and accounting.
* Knowledge of accounts receivable, accounts payable, and general
ledger.
* Microsoft Office suite of products proficiency.
* Strong analytical and communication skills.
* Self-motivated with the ability to work independently, as well
as in a team environment, with a professional attitude.

